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SUB J : 31ST UNGA: POSSIBILITY OF AN EXTENDED SESSION OR 
SPECIAL SESSION 

REF: USUN 5120 

1 . REPEATED BELOW IS THE TEXT OF REMARKS MADE TO THE 
PRESS BY A SPOKESMAN FOR THEOFFICE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
PRESIDENT ON THE SUBJECT OF THE POSSIBILITY OF AN EXTENDED 
3 1ST UNGA OR A SPECIAL SESSION NEXT YEAR ON ECONOMIC QUESTIONS. 

MR. BEAVAN SAID THAT BEFORE THE BRIEFING HE HAD BEEN ASKED 
QUESTIONS BY REPORTERS CONCERNING THE RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY 
THE ASSEMBLY THIS MORNING ON THE CONFERENCE ON INTERNATIONAL 
ECONOMIC COOPERATION CURRENTLY UNDERWAY IN PARIS AS WELL 
AS QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE POSSIBILITY OF HOLDING A RESUMED 
SESSION OF THE CURRENT ASSEMBLY. CONCERNING THE POSSIBILITY 
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OF A RESUMED SESSION, HE SAID THAT HE COULD ONLY REPEAT 
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WHAT HE HAD SAID BEFORE, THAT THE PRESIDENT HAD NOT 

BEEN APPROACHED BY ANYBODY ASKING ABOUT A RESUMED SESSION, 

AND, AS MR. POWELL HAD OFTEN STATED, THE SECRETARIAT HAD 
NO PLANS FOR SUCH A CONTINGENCY. 

SPEAKING ON "BACKGROUND", AND THEREFORE ATTRIBUTABLE ONLY 
TO "UN SOURCES", HE SAID THAT HE THOUGHT THE ASSEMBLY'S 
ADOPTING OF THE RESOLUTION WAS TO BE REGARDED AS "A 
MESSAGE TO THE PARIS TALKS". HE WAS NOT IN A 
POSITION TO EVALUATE THE MEANING OF THAT MESSAGE, HE 
SAMID, ADDING THAT IT WAS UP TO THE ASSEMBLY, THE PARIS 
CONFERENCE AND CORRESPONDENTS TO EVALUATE THE MEANING. 

THERE SEEMED TO BE THREE SCHOOLS OF THOUGHT AT THE MOMENT ON 
HOW THE ASSEMBLY SHOULD ACT, HE CONTINUED ON BACKGROUND. 

THE THREE SCHOOLS WERE: THOSE WHO WOULD FAVOUR ISSUING A 
FURTHER MANDATE TO THE PARIS TALKS AND THEN WAITING TO 
TAKE UP THE QUESTION AGAIN AT THE NEXT SESSION OF THE 
ASSEMBLY; THOSE WHO WOULD AVOUR TAKING IMMEDIATE ACTION 
AFTER THE CONCLUSION OF THOSE TALKS ON 17 DECEMBER AND 
THOSE WHO WOULD FAVOUR REVIEWING THE SITUATION, EITHER AT 
A RESUMED OR A SPECIAL SESSION OF THE ASSEMBLY, EARLY NEXT 
YEAR ON THE ASSUMPTION THAT THERE WOULD BE FURTHER MEETINGS 
OF THE CONFERENCE NEXT FEBRUARY. 

FROM THE PRESIDENT'S OFFICE, IT WAS CURRENTLY IMPOSSIBLE TO 
GUAGE THE RELATIVE STRENGTH OF THESE THREE SCHOOLS, 

AND HE DOUBTED THAT HE WOULD BE ABLE TO GIVE REPORTERS 

A CLEAR IDEA OF WHAT WAS LIKELY TO HAPPEN UNTIL AFTER THE 

END OF THE FIRST WEEK IN DECEMBER BY WHICH TIMEJT WAS 

EXPECTED, THERE WOULD BE SOME "FEEDBACK" FROM PARIS. HE REITERATED 

THAT THE TIME WAS "PREMATURE", AND THAT NO ONE HAD APPROACHED 

THE PRESIDENT AS YET ON THE QUESTION. THE PRESIDENT HAD NO 

VIEWS AT ALL ON THE QUESTION, MR. BEAVAN ADDED. 

ASKED IF THIS MEANT THAT THE ASSEMBLY MIGHT IGNORE ITS OWN 
DECISION, TAKEN THIS MORNING, TO REVIEW THE SITUATION 
BEFORE THE END OF THIS SESSION, MR. BEAVAN POINTED OUT THAT 
THE ASSEMBLY WAS NOT SCHEDULED TO CONCLUDE THIS SESSION 
UNTIL 21 DECEMBER, WHICH WOULD ALLOW IT TO REVIEW THE 
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RESULTS OF THE CONFERENCE WHICH WAS SCHEDULED TO CONCLUDE 
ON 17 DECEMBER. 

ASKED HOW THE ASSEMBLY COULD UNDERTAKE SUCH A REVIEW, 

WHICH, IN THE QUESTIONER'S OPINION, WOULD INVOLVE A MAJOR 
DEBATE, HE SAID THAT IT WAS EXPECTED THAT THERE WOULD BE 
SOME FEEDBACK BY THE END OF THE FIRST WEEK IN DECEMBER 
AND THAT PREPARATIONS COULD THEREFORE BE MADE BY THE 
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ASSEMBLY IF NECESSARY. HOWEVER. MR. BEAVAN ADDED. HIS 
"CRYSTAL BALL" WAS "VERY CLOUDY." 

AS TO WHEN A RESUMED OR SPECIAL SESSION OF THE ASSEMBLY 
MIGHT BE CONVENED. IF AT ALL, HE SAID CONTINUING THROUGHOUT 
ON BACKGROUND THAT THE SITUATION WAS 
"VERY HYPOTHETICAL", BUT THAT IF THE PARIS TALKS WERE TO 
RECONVENE IN FEBRUARY, THEN THERE WERE TWO POSSIBILITIES, 

THAT THE ASSEMBLY MEET EITHER BEFORE THE RESUMPTION OF THE 
TAKKS TO GIVE THEM A MESSAGE OR AFTER THE TALKS TO EVALUATE 
THEIR PROGRESS. POINTING OUT THAT SOME MEMBERS OF THE GROUP 
OF 77 WERE ALSO INVOLVED IN THE PARIS TALKS, HE SAID THAT 
PEOPLE SEEMED NOT YET TO BE UNAMIMOUS ON POSSIBLE PROCEDURES 
AND THAT HE DOUBTED THAT HE COULD GIVE ANY CLEAR GUIDANCE 
UNTIL DECEMBER. 

ASKED WHAT EFFECT THE CHANGE IN ADMINISTRATIONS IN THE 
US MIGHT HAVE ON THE VARIOUS POSSIBILITIES BEFORE THE 
ASSEMBLY, HE SAID THAT HE WOULD NOT GO INTO THE EFFECT 
ONE DELEGATION MIGHT HAVE ON EITHER THE PARIS TALKS OR 
THE ASSEMBLY. 

SCRANTON 
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